
“Such a Time as This” - Christian Formation Gathering 2022

Monday, June 13, 2022
4:00 pm Arrive and room check-in Lobby

● Hospitality/Info tables opens Fireplace Lounge
● Check in for Children’s Programming Rocking Chair Porch

5:30 pm Newcomers’ Social Fireplace Lounge

6:00 pm Dinner Dining Hall

6:45 pm “The Gathering Begins” Balthis
● Welcome: Erin Redden, 2022 Conference Coordinator

● Introductions: Kathy Graham, 2022 Conference Planning Team Chair

● “Such A Time As This” - The Rev. Callie Swanlund & Westina Matthews

● Worship: The Rev. Ryan Hawthorne and Ana Hernandez

8:45 PM Evening Gathering Fireplace Lounge

● Our hosts: Lifelong Learning at Virginia Theological Seminary
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Tuesday, June 14, 2022
7:15 am Mindful Meditations Rocking Chair Porch

● Spiritual Director - The Rev. Je� Jackson

8:00 am Breakfast Dining Hall

8:45 am Gathering Balthis
● Welcome and Music
● “Such A Time As This” - The Rev. Callie Swanlund & Westina Matthews

10:30 am The Rt. Rev. José McLoughlin Balthis
Diocese of Western North Carolina
“Such A Time As This: A Di�erent Kind of Bishop”

While honoring the great traditions of the Church, Bishop José believes that changes are
necessary in the ways the church ministers,, and many of those changes must originate
from the ministry of the bishop. A “hands-on” bishop who is close to the people of the diocese
and the clergy who serve them, his goal is to being fully engaged with youth, minorities, and
underserved populations. He is passionate about raising up a new kind of leadership for the
church in our day.

12:00 pm Lunch Dining Hall

1:30 pm Early Afternoon O�erings - please select one

A) The Rev. Chantal McKinney Balthis
“Mission as Formation in Action: Emerging Paradigm Shifts in the Church”

Formation in Action: being missional or being church outside of the building, What now?
Interactive workshop on macro level shifts that are happening in the institutional church
and what these shirts mean to people. - Group coaching and individual action plans for
leaders to take tangible steps…

B) The Rev. Ruth Pattison Minkler Grove: Findlay
“God In Air”

Air is the element that breathes, sways, inspires, fills, moves, lifts, and gives us life. Air is the element
that is seen only by what it animates, like the hair on your arm, the leaves on a tree, or Adam, when
Adam became a living being. Such is God when we find God in the elements of creation, and that’s
what makes us call Air: Holy Spirit. This workshop will delve into Celtic spirituality and the belief
that God is present and can be found in the elements of creation. The presenter will share
initiatives for prayer, and seeking God in the element of Air, as she draws on her book Celtic Ways
to Pray, Finding God in the Natural Elements.

2:45 pm Mid-Afternoon O�erings - please select one
A) The Rev. Kristin Miles & Westina Matthews Balthis

“Soul Pause”
Take a breath. Take a pause. Be replenished by readings, journaling, music, storytelling, and
interactive sharing. As we gather in community, take a little contemplative time, and receive the
blessings right in our midst. Nurture the body, mind and heart by co-creating a space to deepen
your inward journey while at Kanuga. Come as you are. Leave refreshed.
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B) Sarah Bentley Alred Minkler Grove: Percival
“All God’s Children: An Introduction to Intergenerational Worship”

“Intergenerational worship” or “worship for all ages” is worship that seeks to equally value people of
all ages. These are services that intentionally consider the needs of diverse ages in worship and
the accessibility of full participation of di�erent generations. While many churches o�er

` “child-friendly worship” or “family services,” churches practicing intergenerational worship aim to
` better incorporate all the generations into the entire worship service, not just parents or children.

This workshop o�ers a basic introduction to the concept of intergenerational worship, why it
matters, and what makes a worship service intergenerational.

4:00 pm “Mind, Body and Soul Renewal”

● Enjoy all Kanuga has to o�er

● “A Walk to Remember” Chapel Steps
○ Meet Cookie Cantwell on the Kanuga Chapel Steps to begin a walk on holy

ground.  A gentle wandering through the trees and around Kanuga Lake, we
will share a bit of history, notice the beauty of God’s Creation and listen to the
whisper of God. The group will gather at 5 PM.

● Spiritual Direction, by appointment Minkler Grove: Finlay
○ The Rev. Je� Jackson and his team are holding space for you to hear how the

Spirit is breathing through you. By appointment. Sign up in the Fireplace Lounge.

● “Sabbath Art” Minkler Grove: Jackson
○ Join The Rev. Ruth Pattison in this open studio free space, which also includes

stations, designed to engage you in the listening, contemplative, expressive process,
which promotes spiritual wellness, healing, and illumination.

● Spirituality Room Chapel
○ Set in Kanuga’s Chapel of the Transfiguration, you are invited to leave

the world at the door, and enter this thin space of peace and tranquility
where various techniques may draw you closer to the presence of God.

6:00 pm Dinner Dining Hall

7:00 pm “How Great Thou ART” Balthis

● Music Expression with Ana Hernandez and friends

7:30 pm Worship Balthis

● The Rev. Ryan Hawthorne

8:30 pm Evening Gathering Lakeside Pavillion

● Our hosts: Forward Movement
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Wednesday, June 15, 2022
7:15 am Mindful Meditations Rocking Chair Porch

● Spiritual Director - The Rev. Je� Jackson

8:00 am Breakfast Dining Hall

8:45 am “The Gathering Continues” Balthis
● Gathering Prayer and Music
● “Such A Time As This” - The Rev. Callie Swanlund & Westina Matthews

10:30 am Morning O�erings - please select one

A) Roger Hutchison and Cookie Cantwell Balthis
“Waiting for the Third Day”

Join us as we explore what it means to be “Holy Saturday“ people. We often say we are Easter
people—and we are. For so many of us, we are waiting for the third day. We are waiting for Covid to
be over. We are waiting to wake up in the morning without feeling the weight of anxiety. We are
waiting, and waiting is hard work. Holy Saturday, a day we often skip over, can be a time of
reflection, soul-searching, and transformation. “Grant that, as the crucified body of your dear Son
was laid in the tomb and rested on this holy Sabbath, so may we await with him the coming of the
third day, and rise with him to newness of life.” –Collect for Holy Saturday

B) Jenny Beaumont Minkler Grove: Percival
“Sacred Ground”

Have you wanted to o�er Sacred Ground for your church but want to experience it first?  Have you
o�ered Scared Ground and are wondering about the changes?  Learn how Sacred Ground might
fit into your formation plan and understand the changes that are in version 2.0.  Sacred Ground
invites participants to peel away the layers that brought us to today, reflecting on family
histories and stories, as well as on essential narratives that shape the collective American story
—all while grounded in our call to faith, hope and love. It is a sensitive, prayerful resource that
creates space for complex but respectful and transformative dialogue on race and racism.

12:00 pm Lunch Dining Room

1:30 pm Early Afternoon O�erings - please select one

A) Sarah Bently Aldred Minkler Grove: Jackson
“Recruiting, Training, & Supporting Volunteer Christian Formation Leaders

After more than two years of global pandemic, many churches are struggling to recruit
volunteers to serve in Christian formation ministries. There is no silver bullet for rebuilding
a robust group of volunteer leaders, but this workshop will o�er best practices for
recruiting, training, and supporting leaders during this unique time of church ministry.

B) Ana Hernandez and Isiah Harper Balthis
“The Spirituality of Music”

Music and spirituality are intricately related, with spirituality often being the inspiration for
the creation of music, and music so often creating the desired atmosphere for a spiritual
occasion. Let’s be inspired to explore this synergy!
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2:45 PM Mid-Afternoon O�erings - please select one

A) The Rev. Kristin Miles & Westina Matthews Balthis
“Soul Pause”

Take a breath. Take a pause. Be replenished by readings, journaling, music, storytelling, and
interactive sharing. As we gather in community, take a little contemplative time, and receive the
blessings right in our midst. Nurture the body, mind and heart by co-creating a space to deepen
your inward journey while at Kanuga. Come as you are. Leave refreshed.

B) Lisa Brown Minkler Grove: Jackson
“Come to The Table”

What is so important about Sunday morning co�ee hour, pancake suppers, oyster bakes, crawdad
boils, VBS rice krispy treats, camp dining hall meals, funeral receptions, and a million other
examples of Episcopalians coming together to eat something?  How do these meals, so often
dismissed as mere fun and fellowship actually reflect and embody the very heart of our theology
and practice? How are these meals a pointer to the greater grace that is found in the Eucharist? If
we do not fully understand and name that these food-based gatherings, large and small, are a
foretaste of the heavenly banquet, then how can we ever truly, experientially, grasp the power of
the Eucharist?

As we move into a season of re-gathering and re-imagining who we are as the Body of Christ, we
will gather around the table for a joyful repast as we explore the explicit connection between the
Eucharist and food-based fellowship. By experiencing, showcasing, and celebrating the ways we
gather around communal tables for food-related events, we can begin to comprehend the
immeasurable gift of grace that is the Eucharist. Come to the Table will encourage people as they
make the transition from pandemic isolation to robust community participation to understand the
power of the Eucharist in a whole new way.

4:00 pm “Mind, Body and Soul Renewal”

● Please see Tuesday, 4 pm (above) for all o�erings

6:00 pm Dinner Dining Hall

7:00 pm “How Great Thou ART” Balthis

● Art Expression: Make and Take with Roger Hutchison

8:00 pm Worship Chapel

● The Rev. Ryan Hawthorne

8:30 pm Evening Gathering Fireplace Lounge

● Our hosts: Church Publishing
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Thursday, June 16, 2022
7:15 am Mindful Meditations Rocking Chair Porch

● Spiritual Director - The Rev. Je� Jackson

8:00 am Breakfast Dining Hall

9:30 am “The Sending” Chapel

Celebration Eucharist - with o�erings and reflections

The Rev. Ryan Hawthorne & The  Rev. Callie Swanlund

Music by Ana Hernandez, Isaiah Harper, Adelaide Boedecker, and Calvin Gri�n

*all clergy are invited to participate

Perhaps you WERE born for such a time as this.

Love, light and blessings be with you always.

Current NC COVID protocols in place

The 2022 Kanuga Christian Formation Planning Team

Kathy Graham, Planning Team Chair - Birmingham, AL

Erin Redden, 2022 Kanuga Christian Formation Gathering Coordinator - Columbus, GA

Jacki Boedecker - Sarasota, FL Westina Matthews - Savannah, GA

Lisa Brown - Pittsburgh, PA Cookie  Cantwell - Wilmington, NC

Isiah Harper - Columbus, GA Roger Hutchison - Houston, TX

The Rev. Je� Jackson - Carrollton, GA
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