
FACE 2018 CLASS DESCRIPTIONS AND TEACHER BIOS 
 
PHOTOGRAPHY - “Focus on your photographic gifts”  
By Robin Smith: Photographer 
 

This year, my class will “focus” on getting the best quality 
image from your smart phone. Your choice is, do you want 
just a snapshot or a WOW? We will make photographs that 
are pieces of art. We will also look at some of the apps that 
are available and explore how to enhance your 
photographs. Remember a smart phone is not smart at all. It 
only does what it is programmed to do. Our job is to tell it 
what to do and using the proper apps will help in the 
process of making a high quality photograph. 

 
About Robin Smith: 

Robin Smith is a native of Louisville, Kentucky. 
He spent his teenage years in 
Charleston, South Carolina and has owned a 
photographic studio in Columbia, 
South Carolina for over forty years. While the 
focus of Robin’s work is freelance photography 
and video production, another dimension of his 
talent is fine art photographs. He has a deep 
appreciation of the world around him which gives 
his images a spiritual depth that illustrates the 
subject in a unique and creative way. He exhibits in galleries in the Southeast. You see his 
photography in several books, most noted are: Camden, Homes and Heritage, Robert Mills, 
Architect, G. W. Vanderbilt’s Biltmore Estate, and In This Place, an award winning coffee table 
book illustrating the beauty of Kanuga Conference Center. His photography is also featured in 
numerous other books, brochures and annual reports. Recently Robin has had numerous 
contracts providing art photographs and framing for interior decorating clients. 
 

 EMBROIDERY – “In Anticipation!”  
By Marion Scoular 
 
With the holidays fast approaching, why not create a beautiful card? 
A simple bell with “holly accents” will introduce this versatile 
Norwegian counted thread technique of Hardanger embroidery. It will 
be stitched in white pearl cotton on 22 count red Hardanger cotton 
fabric, with an optional blanket stitch border. 
A 4x6 photo of your completed design can then be attached to a 
Strathmore card – white with a red deckled edge. Five cards and 
envelopes will be provided. Framing may be an alternative. A bonus 
included in the class is Marion’s Hardanger “How To” Booklet! Other 
designs will be available. 



 
About Marion Scoular: 
Marion is a 3-year, Mark Excellent, 1955 Graduate of the Royal School of Needlework and a 
City and Guild’s silver medalist. After teaching Dressmaking in English high hchools for 3 
years, she came to Clemson, S.C. in 1963 where, for 13 years she owned The Robin Hood Wool 
Shop and taught Adult Education for the University. Since 1986 she has lived in Atlanta. Marion 
has judged, lectured and taught workshops in 49 states, Canada, Mexico and Australia for every 
major organization. She has been featured on Public and Commercial T.V. and has a video on 
basic canvaswork. She has three booklets on Embroidery Techniques published by the American 
School of Needlework; authored a series of articles for the Creative Needle; self-published “Why 
Call It Blackwork?” and “Hardanger Embriodery” and contributed articles to periodic magazines 
of needlework organizations. Marion has led Embroidery tours of Britain and Europe and has 
taught embroidery for the Liturgical Arts Conference since its beginning 20 years ago. 

 
 FLOWER ARRANGING –“To the Glory of God: 
Worshipping with Flowers” 
By Mary Sims and Jerelyn Walters 
 
From the simplest nosegay of garden flowers left at a 
roadside shrine to the soaring floral designs in great 
cathedrals we as a people have always worshipped God with 
the gift of flowers.  In this four day class you will experience 
and work with a variety of traditional and contemporary 
designs suitable for all types of sanctuaries.  Class members 
will learn basic design principles, proper conditioning of 
floral material and the use of a variety of containers and 
mechanics to create beautiful floral offerings for your sacred 
space.  The arrangements you create will be offered to the 
Glory of God to adorn the Chapel of the Transfiguration at 

Kanuga and the campus for all to enjoy.  We will work with both purchased floral material and 
flowers and greenery cut from Kanuga’s beautiful grounds.  Class discussions will include 
establishing and maintaining a volunteer Flower Guild at your church, resources for Flower 
Guilds and books and classes for inspiration.  A fast paced and joy filled four days filled with 
gorgeous flowers and fellowship will send you back to the world renewed and fulfilled. 

 
About Mary Sims: 
Mary figures she’s been doing church flowers for well over 
60 years now.  Her mother, given the job of arranging the 
altar flowers every Sunday in their small rural Alabama 
parish, always had an enthusiastic helper at her heels, first 
growing the flowers, and then arranging them.  It’s a ritual 
that is still very close to Mary’s heart. Not surprising then, 
one of the greatest thrills of her life came when she was 
invited to join the ranks of the volunteers at Washington 
National Cathedral in 1993.  Since then she has been an 
active and enthusiastic member of the guild, serving as a team 



captain and member of the design team for all three of the Cathedral’s participations in the 
Philadelphia Flower Show. 
 

 Although Mary enjoyed a long career as a clinical 
social worker, her clinical work was always balanced by 
her enduring love for flowers.  After training in floral 
design at the Jane Packer School in London, she went 
on to develop a floral business specializing in floral 
designs for weddings and other events. She 
enthusiastically shares the delights of working with 
flowers and empowers others to share that joy with her 
down to earth attitude and sometimes wicked sense of 
humor.   

 
Mary is an instructor at Washington Cathedral’s local seminars, and conducts workshops and 
demonstrations around the country for the Cathedral.  Mary and Jerelyn Walters are frequent 
collaborators, working together as instructors at Kanuga. “We have a great time sharing the joy 
of working with flowers.  Most of all, it’s such a thrill for us to see others catch the excitement 
and realize, ‘I can do that!’”   
 
Mary lives and gardens with her husband and their Cavalier King Charles Spaniels in southern 
Maryland on the Chesapeake Bay.    
 
About Jerelyn Walters: 
Currently a resident of Scottsdale, Arizona, Jerelyn was introduced to flower arranging during 
the 3 years she and her husband, John, lived in England.  Invited to become a member of the 
Hassocks Flower Club in Hassocks, West Sussex, she was quickly hooked on the challenge and 
thrill of creating beautiful arrangements.  Classes and demonstrations by skilled arrangers 
affiliated with NAFAS helped her gain basic skills.  Since her return to the United States she has 
trained at Washington National Cathedral and at FACE Flower Arranging Classes at Kanuga.  In 
2017 she returned to England to train at the Judith Blacklock Flower School in London where 
she received her Floral Design Diploma.  Jerelyn is active in the flower guild at her home parish 
of Christ Church of the Ascension in Paradise Valley, AZ and teaches and demonstrates for 
small groups in the Phoenix area. 

 
ILLUMINATED LETTERS: “Inspired by Tradition, 
Interpreted for Today”  
By Sharon Coogle 
 
Drawing inspiration from medieval illuminated manuscripts, you 
will be instructed how to ornament a letter, verse or passage that 
you love with botanically based images, color and a touch of gold. 
Explore traditional patterning for border design and experiment 
with various media – colored pencils, gouache and watercolor. 
Neither drawing nor calligraphy expertise is required. 
 



About Sharon Coogle:	 
Sharon Coogle fell in love with calligraphy in college and launched her career 
as a free-lance calligrapher in 1981. She has studied with leading calligraphers 
from the U.S., England and Austria and has taught hundreds of students through 
classes and workshops. From small and humble projects, such as addressing 
envelopes, to corporate commissions for ceremonial documents, Sharon enjoys 
the movement of pen across paper and the infusion of artistry into the common 
act of writing.  
 
 
 
 

ART JOURNALS: “Create in Me the Eyes and Heart to 
See Creator in Creation”  
By Linda Wiggin Kraft with Kelly Larson 
  
We will create our own personal handmade art journal books 
that contain easy to do drawings, sketches, watercolors, poems 
and prayers. We will learn simple ways to make marks that 
help us learn the dance of drawing and write words that reveal 
the honesty of personal poems and prayers. These journals, or 
personal prayer books, will capture the beauty and depth of 
knowing creation, Creator and each person’s God given gifts of 
creativity.  

 
We will use the beauty of Kanuga with its flowers, leaves, meadows, woods, stones, waters and 
holy places as inspiration. Art materials include pencils, art pens, watercolor pencils, watercolor 
paints, sumi ink, walnut ink, art papers and more. No art or writing experience necessary.  
 
 About Linda Wiggin Kraft:  
 Linda Wiggen Kraft is an artist, writer and landscape designer whose teaching and work is 
meant to bring a deeper experience of the connection of creativity, creation and Creator. She will 
be assisted by artist Kelly Larson. They both live in St. Louis and will be returning to one of 
their favorite Holy places, Kanuga. Linda’s work can be seen on her website and 
blog: www.CreativityForTheSoul.com  
 
WATER COLOR PAINTING - "Finding Beauty in 
the Unexpected"  
By Billie W. Shelburn: Artist 
 
We have all been blessed with six senses to appreciate the 
bountiful beauty of our world.  The sixth sense is intuition 
which can be interpreted as the voice of God in us.  By 
using the elements and principles of design combined 
with color and composition we can translate this onto 
paper expressing creativity.  We will be using watercolor 



paints to express what we see in three dimensions onto paper of two dimensions.  All levels are 
welcome.  Come expecting to see beauty in unexpected ways. 

 
About Billie Shelburn 
Billie W. Shelburn is a contemporary studio 
artist and instructor in Painting, Drawing and 
Mixed Media.  Drawing on extensive use of 
subliminal images as well as realistic and 
environmental subjects and using the 
principles and elements of design, enables Ms. 
Shelburn to create unique works emphasizing 
the use of shapes, moods, and light and dark 
values. 
 
Her paintings have won international, national 

and regional awards and are included in many private, government and commercial venues in the 
United States and Abroad. 
 
Ms. Shelburn was inducted into the National Organization for Women in the Arts, and has 
served on the executive boards of watercolor societies, county art councils and has been a 
founding member of non-profit art center, ART Station, in Stone Mountain, Georgia 
 
Ms. Shelburn is an invited instructor at many private and organizational art facilities along with 
museums, colleges and art schools across the nation.  She was an invited presenter for the 
Tennessee Art Academy at Belmont University in Nashville, Tennessee where she instructed 
middle and high school public school art teachers from all over the south 
 
Currently, Mr. Shelburn is serving as the Resident Artist at John C. Campbell Folk School in 
Brasstown, North Carolina where she also maintains a full time fine art studio and gallery.  She 
manages the  JCC art studio and schedules over 60 classes a year there with over 50 instructors 
from many areas of the United States. 
 
Her travels on five continents and 30 countries have greatly influenced her paintings, collages, 
book arts and handmade paper projects. 
 
Studio Time with Marnie Smith 
Studio Time will again be available for attendees who wish to 
work on unfinished projects and just enjoy the beauty of Kanuga 
and the FACE Conference. A classroom with be made available 
where participants can enjoy the conversation and share their 
various interests whether it is knitting, quilting, weaving, or 
needlework. Teachers will be available for questions and advice on 
these wonderful projects.  
 


