
2017 Renewal Conference Workshop Descriptions
Praying the Collects. Brad Wilson

The Prayer Book collects are possibly the richest and certainly most neglected 
treasure of our Anglican liturgy. The six-fold structure of the collects offers us a 
theology of petitionary prayer. The goal is to enrich our intercessions by knowing 
this theology, by giving us confidence, and by practicing what we preach, er, pray. 

Cultivating the Garden of our Heart. Shirley Ann Stringfellow

Your heart and mind store images of your past that shape or misshape your life. In 
this quiet prayer exercise we will invoke the Presence of God and allow the Holy 
Spirit to pull the weeds, till the soil and plant fresh hope and love in the garden of 
our heart. Come and be renewed!

Following God in the “Unexpected.” Amy Gibbes

As the old saying goes, “If you can count on one thing in life . . . it’s that things will 
not always go as expected.” Can you relate? Perhaps it’s an unanticipated job 
change, a move,  a problem in a relationship, or a challenging diagnosis . . . 
life has a way of throwing curveballs at us.  What do we do? In this workshop, 
we’ll hear a testimony of how the Lord has proven faithful through the 
unexpected seasons of one life. We will also find some encouraging strategies 
from an “unexpected” Old Testament character as we seek the Lord and to 
cling to him in our times of uncertainty.  

Praising with my Heart unfettered. Mike Lumpkin

“Praying with my spirit,’ as St. Paul calls it, is one of the most misunderstood and 
most under-utilized of the Gifts of the Holy Spirit.  Paul’s insights, given to us in 
I Corinthians 14, open an entirely new pathway of communion with the Lord. 
We are blessed with a God who desires to connect with us; let’s learn why he 
encourages us to use this gift available to all.


